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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

David Blume started his ecological training young.
He and his father Jerry grew almost all the food
their family ate, organically—on a city lot in San
Francisco in the mid-'60s!

Dave taught his first ecology class in 1970. After
majoring in Ecological Biology and Biosystemat-
ics at San Francisco State University, he worked on
experimental projects, first for NASA, and then as a
member of the Mother Earth News Eco Village alter-
native building and alternative energy teams.

When the energy crisis of 1978-79 struck, Dave
started the American Homegrown Fuel Co., an edu-
cational organization that taught upwards of 7000
people how to produce and use low-cost alcohol
fuel at home or on the farm.

KQED, San Francisco’s Public Broadcasting Sys-
tem station, asked Dave to put his alcohol work-
shop on television, and together they spent two
years making the ten-part series, Alcohol as Fuel. To
accompany the series, Dave wrote the comprehen-
sive manual on the subject, the original Alcohol
Can Be A Gas! Shortly after the first show aired, in
1983, oil companies threatened to pull out their
funding if the series was continued. KQED halted
the distribution of the series and book (see this
current book’s Introduction for the whole story).

In 1984, Dave founded Planetary Movers, an
award-winning social experiment and commercial
venture, well known for productive activism (e.g.,
on behalf of Nicaragua’s Sandinistas), as well as for
pioneering practices of progressive employment,
green marketing, and the sharing of a percentage
of profits for peace and the environment.

In 1994, he started Our Farm. This community-
supported agriculture (CSA) farm was also a
teaching farm, based on sustainable practices, that
hosted over 200 interns and apprentices from all
over the world, and held regular tours for thou-
sands of people. Our Farm grew as much as 100,000
pounds of food per acre, without a tractor, using
only hand tools, on a terraced, 35-degree slope.
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DAVID BLUME IS THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF
THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR ECOLOGICAL
AGRICULTURE. HE HAS BEEN AN ALCOHOL FUEL PIONEER
SINCE THE SEVENTIES, AND HAS CONSULTED FOR A WIDE
ARRAY OF CLIENTS, INCLUDING GOVERNMENTS, FARMERS,
AND COMPANIES INTERESTED IN TURNING WASTE INTO

VALUABLE AND PROFITABLE PRODUCTS.
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The International Institute for Ecological Agri-
culture (IIEA), founded by Dave in 1993, is
dedicated to healing the planet while providing
for the human community with research, edu-
cation, and the implementation of socially just,
ecologically sound, resource-conserving forms of
agriculture—the basis of all sustainable societies.
The IIEA teaches permaculture, an ethical system
of ecological land design, which incorporates the
disciplines of agriculture, hydrology, energy, archi-
tecture, economics, social science, animal hus-
bandry, forestry, and others.

Dave and his IIEA associates are establishing a
biofuels station in Santa Cruz, California, that will
offer alcohol fuel in a driver-owned cooperative, as
detailed in this book. Dave is currently Executive
Director of the ITEA.

He has consulted for a wide array of clients,
including governments, farmers, and companies
interested in turning waste into valuable and
profitable products. Recent work includes a feasi-
bility study for a macadamia growers’ cooperative
in Mexico, and a water harvesting/reforestation
project in Antigua, West Indies. He is working with

a farming college connected to the government of
Ghana to develop alternative fuels, to train agri-
cultural extension agents in organic farming, and
to design an ecological strategy to stop the Sahara
Desert from advancing. He also recently inspired
the city of Urbana, Illinois, to hold a conference
between builders, lenders, developers, municipali-
ties, building inspectors, architects, and engineers,
to coordinate the mainstreaming of natural build-
ing technologies. He has helped the Ford Motor
Company demonstrate alcohol-fuel-powered
vehicles at a series of U.S. events.

“Farmer Dave” is often called upon to testify
before agencies on issues related to the land and
democracy. He is a frequent speaker at ecological,
sustainability, Peak Oil, and agricultural confer-
ences in the Americas, and has appeared in inter-
views over 1000 times in print, radio, and televi-
sion. Dave firmly believes in Emma Goldman’s
view of, “If I can't dance, I don’t want to be in your
revolution,” and he can frequently be found on
the dance floor when he isn't flagrantly inciting
democracy.

SAM,YOUR TRANSPORTATION ARTERIES
ARE BADLY CLOGGED. You NEED TO
START DEVELOPING SOME ALTERNATIVE
TRANSPORT AND LAY OFF THE OIL AND
HEAVY ENERGY CONSUMPTION, OTHERWISE,

QOU'RE GONNA HAVE A HEART ATTACK.
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WWW.ALCOHOLCANBEAGAS.COM - CONTACT TOM HARVEY AT 530-257-3533 OR AT THECOMMUNICATIONS@PUBLICIST.COM
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